Unit Title:  The House of the Scorpions, by Nancy Famer
Class:  High School Intermediate ESL/English

Description/Purpose:  This book by Nancy Famer is a fantastic young adult book that successfully and intriguingly combines three major issues: borderlands, drugs, and cloning.  It is written with vivid imagery that allows the students many connections to both their prior experiences and new vocabulary.  I have created this workbook to be used as a launching pad for both new vocabulary and higher-order thinking that can be used to strengthen writing skills.  Therefore, the purpose in reading The House of the Scorpions and using the accompanying workbook is to: 1) increase vocabulary, 2) increase summary writing skills, 3) increase higher-order thinking through predicting, comparing, and justifying, 4) increasing fluency through read alouds, and 5) strengthen writing skills.  
Standards:  

Reading 01.05 - uses word analysis strategies

Reading 02.02 – uses self-monitoring/correcting strategies Reading 02.04 - uses comprehension strategies

Reading 02.05 - increases vocabulary through text

Reading 03.04 - discusses literary texts

Com 01 – communicates clearly/effectively orally & writing

Com 01.03 – applies writing and speaking conventions

Thinking/Reasoning TR2 – understands and applies basic principles of logic and reasoning

Objectives – Students will be able to:

1) identify and define new vocabulary

2) summarize each chapter

3) make predictions throughout the book

4) justify their predictions

5) classify parts of speech

6) question others’ predictions and author’s motive

Daily Lesson Procedures:

Read aloud one chapter & assign next as homework.  Follow chapter annotations from teacher workbook.  Have students write all news words that you present and any other words that are new to them. After reading each chapter, students should summarize with at least three sentences and complete the daily journal prompt.
Instructional Methods Used:

1)
Expressive read alouds

2)
Think alouds

3)
Daily journaling

4) 
The 5 Whys

5)
Think-Pair-Share

Adaptations Needed:

1) Reading ability within group varies, so review outside-of-class reading assignments completely for those students who may not have finished
2) Check with each individual regarding their understanding of the workbook instructions

3) Use visuals for all new vocabulary

Assignments: Either have students use a composition book for the daily journaling or print this file and make a workbook.  If printing this workbook to copy for students, print without annotations and then cut and staple or bind.

Assessment of Objectives:

1) Daily completion of workbook

2) Weekly “connection” journal

3) Part 1 comprehension/essay test

4) Part 2 comprehension/essay test

5) Part 3 comprehension/essay test

The House of the Scorpions

Introduction

Predict what you think this book will be about.  Write at least 3 complete sentences that include your prediction of the setting, characters, and plot of this story.



The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 1

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 1

Describe your understanding of cloning.  Try to use some of the words (new or known) this author used in this chapter.  Then tell whether you agree or disagree with cloning.  Explain your opinion.













The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 2

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 2

Write your prediction about the character of Matt.  Who is he?  Why is he in the house?  Why does he need a doctor?  Who is Celia to him?









The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 3

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 3

A lot of questions were raised in this chapter.  What is an “eejit”? Why did the doctor call Matt a beast and a creature?  Why did he have “Property of the Alacran Estate” tattooed on his foot?  Write your prediction of what each of these means.




The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 4

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 4

Emilia describes a clone as horrible and that they drool, mess their pants and make animal noises.  Predict why Emilia thinks this is what clones are like and why she is surprised Matt is a clone.







The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 5

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter5

Predict what Celia’s plan for freedom is.  Then describe what you would do to free Matt.







The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 6

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 6

We discussed homophones and multiple meaning words in Chapter 6.  Use 3 of your favorite homophones in 3 separate sentences that describe the difference in the homophones.  Then use 3 of your favorite multiple meaning words in 3 separate sentences that describe the difference in the words.











The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 7

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 7

Matt said there was something about both Tom and the doctor that wasn’t right.  They seemed nice, but they were actually bad.  Is there someone in your life that you would say is that way?  Describe what that person is like, contrasting what they do with what they say.





The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 8

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 8

If eejits could be real, would you agree or disagree with the whole idea? Explain why you would agree or disagree in at least 3 sentences.






The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 9

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 9

Matt believes some people’s opinions that he is just a photograph or just an animal.  Do you agree?  How do our experiences affect who we are?  Explain your opinion using examples of how your experiences have affected who you are.



The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 10

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 10

El Patron announced he had the benefit of a marvelous new treatment and that his friend Mr. MacGregor was going to get the same treatment.  Predict what that treatment was.  Think of the difference between what he looked and acted like the last time Matt saw him and how he looked and acted now.



The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 11

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 11

Mr. Alacran said his father (el Viejo) decided implants were immoral and that God put him on earth for a certain number of years and that he shouldn’t ask for more.  Do you agree or disagree?  Justify your opinion.









Evaluate what Tam Lin’s description of El Patron means, “He grew large and green until he shadowed over the whole forest, but most of his branches are twisted.” (p. 109)

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 12

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 12

Matt knew he had to “make things up” to Maria for how he treated her.  Describe in at least 3 sentences a time when you had to “make things up” for something you had done.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 13

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 13

Matt pondered why MacGregor would want a clone when he had a son.  Predict why MacGregor wanted a clone.  Justify your opinion in at least 3 sentences.





The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 14

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 14

Matt realized that Tam Lin thought of him as a human and expected more from him than most people.  Is there someone in your life who has challenged you to be more than what other people expected from you?  Explain.



Celia said she thought that in the United States everyone had his own house an garden and that everyone wore beautiful clothes, ate the best food, didn’t work more than 4 hours a day, and the rest o the time flew around in hovercrafts and partied.  What ideas did you have about the U.S. before you came here?

Chapter 15

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 15

When Matt found out that Rosa was now an eejit, he realized what a terrible thing it was to be an eejit.  What would be the worst things about a person being turned into an eejit?  Compare and contrast the life of a real person to that of an eejit.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 16

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 16

Maria and the priest believe Matt didn’t have a soul.  As a human clone, do you believe he could have a soul?  Explain your answer in at least 3 sentences.

Chapter 17

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 17

Matt couldn’t see anything wrong with the plan presented by El Patron about a new country called Opium and the drug trafficking.  Do you agree or disagree?  Justify your answer.

Chapter 18

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 18

Matt wondered why Tam Lin was so angry about Furball when he did something far worse.  Predict why you think Tam Lin was so angry?  Justify your answer.  

Chapter 19

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 19

Matt realized again that there was vital information he was missing about being a clone.  Predict what that missing information is.  



Chapter 20

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 20

The book says that Esperanza’s book had opened Matt’s eyes to the horrors of the empire El Patron had built.  Also in the book, Esperanza said true suffering was only an awareness of suffering.  Those who made eejits would say the eejits weren’t suffering because they weren’t aware that they were suffering.  Esperenza didn’t believe that.  Do you?  Justify your opinion about the horrors of the empire and the suffering of the eejits.  



Chapter 21

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 21

Matt saw with horror how small and withered the old man was at the wedding.  What do you predict will happen to El Patron?

Chapter 22

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 22

Matt wondered if he would ever see Celia, Tam Lin, and Maria again.  He wondered if he would go to heaven or if he would wander through the night like La Llorona.  What is your prediction of what will happen to Matt?

Chapter 23

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 23

Tam Lin called Matt a clone and an it.  He has betrayed both Matt and Celia.  Explain what emotions you are feeling now about Tam Lin and his actions.  Then predict what Tam Lin will do with Matt and what will happen to Celia.  



Chapter 24

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 24

Tam Lin told Matt the idea of clones being inferior to people was a filthy lie and that there was no difference.  Do you believe that?  Support your opinion with examples of Matt’s experiences.  




Chapter 25

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 25

Matt is now in Aztlan.  Predict what will happen to him now that he has crossed the border.




Chapter 26

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 26

Who do you think the keepers are?  And what do you predict will actually happen to Matt in the orphanage?

Chapter 27

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 27

Matt argued logically with the keeper about the “five-legged horse.”  What is your opinion about individualism versus collectivism?  Support your opinion.  

Chapter 28

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 28

In Chapter 26, you predicted who the keepers were.  Is your prediction still the same?  If so, what has supported your prediction?  If not, what has changed your prediction?  Explain.




Chapter 29

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 29

Matt heard voices come back to him, the voices of those who had helped him or meant something to him in his life.  What voices do you hear that help you stay strong or keep you going?

Chapter 30

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 30

Jorge beat Ton-Ton to teach Matt a lesson.  Evaluate this lesson.  What was he trying to teach Matt?  Did it work?  Was it right? 




Chapter 31

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 31

Considering the keepers are like zombies all night long, if you were Matt, how would you be planning to escape?

Chapter 32

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 32

Wow, what a fight!  Do you agree with the boys for fighting against Jorge?  Do you agree with Ton-Ton that their parents are probably all eejits by now?  What do you predict will happen to Chaco and Matt now that they have been taken away from the other boys?

Chapter 33

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 33

Matt and Chaco are in real danger.  If they are both able to get out of the boneyard, what do you think they should do?  Compose a plan for escaping.

Chapter 34

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 34

Ton-Ton gave the keepers laudanum.  What do you predict will happen when the keepers wake up?  What do you predict will happen when Flaco gets to headquarters?




Chapter 35

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 35

Matt was in real trouble, and Fidelito decided to help him even though he was young and scared.  Have you ever helped someone when you were scared?  Or has someone ever helped you in a scary situation?  Explain.  

Chapter 36

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 36

Matt was dazed by the rapid change in his fortunes.  Things had been going wrong for so long, it was hard to believe they might go right at last.  Do you think things will “go right”?  What do you predict will happen?  




Chapter 37

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 37

Matt said Esperanza reminded him of one of the guided missiles El Patron used to get for his birthday.  She was very powerful and direct, much like El Patron himself, but she positioned herself directly opposite of El Patron.  Considering her plan for Matt to replace El Patron, what is your opinion of her and her plan?  

Chapter 38

New Words:

Meaning:




Summarize this chapter.

The House of the Scorpions

Chapter 38

Before reading chapter 38, predict what the story will be that Celia tells Matt.  What do you think happened?

The story ended by saying tomorrow Matt would begin the task of breaking down the empire of Opium.  Compose a list of things you would do to break down that empire.

�Read through contents, cast of characters, Alacran Family History.  Discuss questions, new words, and predictions


�Ask students about their understanding of cloning


�Show video clip of cells dividing and pictures of test dish, cells, DNA


�Show pictures of exercise machine


�Discuss implants


�Show pictures of embryos and ultrasound


�After chapter, ? and discuss cloning; then have students write about their understanding and opinions of cloning.


�Show pictures of poppy fields & discuss any personal experiences 


�Show picture or book of Peter Rabbit


�Show picture of crochet


�Show picture of Virgin Mary with star spangled robe


�Discuss what each student would do if they were the ones who saw real children for the first time.


�Show picture of Milky Way and discuss their experiences with seeing it.


�After Emilia finds out Matt is a clone on p. 26, have students predict why she responded the way she did.


�Show picture of times table.


�Show & discuss U.S. Senators


�Show & discuss scar tissue


�Show & discuss deep litter.


�Explain & discuss homophones.


�Explain & discuss multiple meaning words.


�Show picture of a wok


�Show pictures of & discuss oldest person alive


�Show pictures of a safe, blinds & bodyguards.


�Discuss guileless


�Discuss predictions about the teacher.  Why is she acting so strange?


�Show pictures of opium & discuss process mentioned in chapter


�Show pictures of trough  and grape vines on a trellis


�Discuss student experiences with workers and/or growing crops


�Question & discuss individuality and uniqueness.


�Discuss Matt’s “status” as a clone, animal, beast, photograph.


�Discuss implants again


�Discuss giving/getting gifts


�Discuss El Patron’s attitude about women (“Make your women toe the line.”)


�Discuss Matt’s humiliation of Maria.  What did Maria feel like?


�After top of page 126, have students predict why MacGregor wanted a clone.


�Show picture of ibis.


�Show picture of hovercraft, King Tut


�At the end of page 190, have students predict what information Matt is missing about being a clone.


�Discuss again choice.


�Discuss curandera


Show picture of foxglove and monarch butterflies


�Show picture of cinnamon teal


�Discuss the homophone “feat”


�Discuss & show pictures of brine


�Discuss the word chasm


�Show picture of shrimp harvester


�Discuss and show picture of holographic image





